
 
December 14, 1998       WHS 98-06 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  County Agricultural Commissioners 
 
SUBJECT: PROPOSED WORKER PROTECTION STANDARD CLEAN-UP  
 REGULATIONS (DPR 97-012) 
 
 
In mid-October, the Department noticed for public comment an action to update 
the Worker Protection Standard (WPS) implementation regulations to incorporate 
changes in the federal standard and recognize the national standard for enclosed 
cabs that has been adopted by the American Society of Agricultural Engineers.  It 
was found necessary to re-notice this action.  This was done on December 4, 1998. 
 The public comment period has been extended until January 18, 1999.  Attached 
are the supporting documents for this action.  This action would make the 
following changes.   
 
When the WPS was incorporated into California regulations, provisions 
relating to specific substitutions and exceptions from the need for labeling 
required personal protective equipment (PPE) were included in section 6738.  
However, these provisions were not referenced in the definition of "conflict 
with labeling" in  
section 6000.  This resulted in uncertainty and confusion about the status of 
these provisions.  This action would add a general reference, to all of the PPE 
exception and substitution provisions in section 6738, to the definition of 
conflict with labeling in section 6000 and make other related technical 
changes. 
 
This action would modify the definitions of the terms “enclosed cab” and 
“enclosed cab suitable for respiratory protection,” as they apply to pesticide 
handling equipment by referencing the American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers Standard S-525, November 1997, for enclosed cabs.  The Director 
would retain authority to  
 



County Agricultural Commissioners 
December 14, 1998 
Page 2 
 
 
 
approve a specific cab that does not meet all aspects of the standard if shown 
to provide equivalent protection. 
 
Current regulation provides an exemption from worker safety requirements if 
only consumer use products are used and employee exposure does not greatly 
exceed normal consumer exposure.  The revised wording better reflects the 
original intent of the exemption. 
 
Current regulations require that signs warning of restricted entry, posted 
around treated fields, be written in English and Spanish and be readable at 25 
feet.  This action would clarify that signs meeting federal alternative size 
requirements in  
Title 40, Part 170, Code of Federal Regulations are still considered to be 
readable at 25 feet and also allow for the replacement of Spanish with another 
language where a majority of the workforce reads the other language.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact your Liaison Senior, or you may contact 
Roy Rutz by E-mail at rrutz@cdpr.ca.gov, or by telephone, at (916) 445-4279. 
 
 
 
[Original signed by John S. Sanders] 
 
John S. Sanders, Ph.D., Chief 
Worker Health and Safety Branch 
(916) 445-4222 
 
Attachments 
cacwpsk2.wpd 
 
 
































